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Arabian Nights Story Review

After reading selections from 1001 Nights, as well as discussing what elements a good story must contain, you are now going to put your knowledge to work reviewing one of the stories from 1001 Nights and write a review similar to one found in a newspaper or literary magazine.

Process:
I.  Choose the story you would like to review:  “The Tale of the Three Apples,” “The Lady and Her Five Suitors,” “The First Voyage of Sinbad the Sailor,” or "The Story of the Hunchback."  Maybe you really enjoyed or detested a story. Perhaps you thought a story was unbelievable, scary, or overly-romantic. Either way, your task is to share your strong reaction in writing.
II.  Consider which elements of literature in the story affected your response.  Choose three elements.
Suspense


Setting


Theme


Irony

Characterization

Plot


Mood


Figurative Language

Conflict


Resolution

Point of View

Foreshadowing

 *You will write a TEDED paragraph for each element that you choose.*

III. Develop a thesis.  Your thesis should state your opinion of the story (without using “I” or “my”) AND the three elements of literature that shaped your reaction (TPR).  You will be proving this statement in your essay.  Examples:

A. John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men is a thrilling tale because of its plot, irony, and suspense.

B. John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men is a dull story due to its slow-moving plot, main character, and theme.

IV. Create three topic sentences for your body paragraphs.  You need to devote each body paragraph to a specific literary element.  The topic sentence should relate back to the thesis and mention how the literary element makes the story exciting, uninteresting, frightening, etc.  Examples:

A. The twists and turns of the plot in Of Mice and Men keep the reader interested and wondering what will become of George and Lennie. 

*This topic sentence supports Thesis A.

B. What makes Of Mice and Men dull is that the main character, Lennie, is not a believable character.
*This topic sentence supports Thesis B.

V. Select Quotations. In each body paragraph, you must use two quotations from the story. Make sure that you cite the quotation properly (last name #). 

A. Setting is one of the most compelling elements of “The Most Dangerous Game.”  The author writes, “There was no sound in the night as Rainsford sat there, but the muffled throb of the engine that drove the yacht swiftly through the darkness, and the swish and ripple of the wash of the propeller” (Connell 16).

Written Format:  5 paragraphs, typed, Times New Roman, 12 Font, double spaced, 1 inch margins, correct MLA heading, approximately 2.5 pages
1. Introduction paragraph: ANT   


[minimum 5 sentences]
Attention Grabber

Necessary Background Information (3-4 sentences:  title, author, key notes about setting and/or plot)

Thesis Statement (TPR = Topic, Position, Reasons)

*Topic = Story

*Position = “good” or “bad”   (use synonyms for these words)

*Reasons = the three key literary features that make it “good” or “bad”

2. Three body paragraphs (one TEDED body paragraph for each literary element)
[minimum 8 sentences each]
Topic = Topic Sentence
Example = Describe an example of this element in the text.  Include a text quotation with a page number somewhere inside the body paragraph (Smith 115).
Discussion = Discuss the quotation and the examples
Example = Describe a second example of this element in the text.  Include a text quotation with a page number somewhere inside the body paragraph (Smith 115).

Discussion = Discuss the second quotation and the examples
*Don’t forget a concluding sentence summing up the topic for that paragraph* 

3. Conclusion paragraph: Answers the so what? question

[minimum 5 sentences]
· Restate thesis in a creative way

· Explain why this text is/is not relevant to modern readers

· Choose a rating system that is consistent for all good storytelling (such as stars, thumbs up or down…) and rate the story accordingly.
My Rough Draft is due on __________________________ at the start of class.
My Final Draft is due on ____________________________ at the start of class.

 
My paper must be submitted to Turnitin.com by 11:59pm on _______________________.
Friendly Advice for Formal Papers in High School:

· Avoid personal pronouns in reference to yourself.  No I, me, or my.

· Avoid referencing your reader.  Do not use you.
· Avoid reference to your own paper.  No “In this essay…”  “I hope you enjoyed reading my essay…”  “Next, I will…”

· Avoid contractions.  Write out “does not” instead of “doesn’t.”

· Proofread carefully to avoid losing little points.  They will cost you.
· Follow directions.  Double check your rubric.

· Protect yourself from late credit.  Have it printed well BEFORE class.  
· Save often.  Email it to yourself, paste it in the email, attach it to the email, save it to a flash drive.

Arabian Nights Final Assessment Rubric
**Use this rubric as a check-list for yourself before final submission to ensure you have all the necessary elements of this essay complete. Double-check. Triple-check. Your final grade will thank you.**


Criteria A - Content (Use your MYP rubric to check specific criteria!)

How well did you understand and analyze your story? 

How well thought-out is your discussion for each example?

________/10

Criteria C - Style and Language Mechanics 
(Use your MYP rubric to check specific criteria!)

How well did you use appropriate, accurate, and varied language?


Did you use correct grammar, syntax, and spelling?


________/10
Introduction








_________/3

Attention Grabber


Necessary Background Information (Title, Author, Background)


Thesis Statement


At least 5 sentences

Body Paragraph #1







_________/5

Topic Sentence


Example with a properly cited text quotation


Discussion


Example with a properly cited text quotation


Discussion


At least 8 sentences
Body Paragraph #2







_________/5

Topic Sentence


Example with a properly cited text quotation


Discussion


Example with a properly cited text quotation


Discussion


At least 8 sentences
Body Paragraph #3







_________/5

Topic Sentence


Example with a properly cited text quotation


Discussion


Example with a properly cited text quotation


Discussion


At least 8 sentences
Conclusion Paragraph







_________/5


Accentuate your main points by restating your thesis in a creative way

Connect to your thesis by answering the "so what?" question


Extend the "so what?" by providing a story rating


At least 5 sentences

MLA Heading








_________/2
Prewriting (peer edit sheet, drafts, prewriting sheet)



_________/5







Total Score
_____________/50

IB ( IA Grading Scale








IB		IA





9- 10		10


7 – 8		  9


5 – 6 		  8


3 – 4		  7


1 – 2		  6


0		  0
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