Comprehension Strategies
Activating relevant, prior knowledge (schema): 
Knowing something about the content and structure helps reduce meaning breakdown when reading 

Questioning: 
Readers can clarify meaning by stopping and asking why and what they don’t understand. Asking questions is at the heart of inquiry. 

Determining important ideas: 
Reading requires readers to identify essential information. 

Synthesizing Information: 
Reviewing, sorting and sifting information can lead to new insights that change the way readers think. 

Monitoring and repairing comprehension: 
Cracking strange words, unfamiliar ideas, vocabulary and concepts is crucial to understanding. Knowing how and when meaning breaks down is critical. 

Drawing inferences: 
Reading between the lines requires inferential thinking. Inferring is helpful when you are searching for answers to questions that are not answered directly. 

Visualizing: 
Readers who create visual and sensory images while reading, are more likely to hang in with the text against difficult odds. 



Adapted from Mosaic of Thought 
	Keene, E. and Zimmerman, S., 1997. 
	Portsmouth, NH. Heinemann 
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Readalouds and Thinkalouds:
Teaching Comprehension Strategies Bibliography
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Literature Connection
We Want Students to Make

Text to Self 
How does this text relate to my life? 
What does this piece of writing make me think about in relation to my life? 

Text to World 
	How does this text relate to the world? 
	What does this piece of writing make me think about? 

Text to Text 
	What other texts does this piece remind me of? 
	What texts does this piece make me think about?  






















Making Connections
Text to Self 				Text to World 				Text to Text 

Name_____________________________________		Date_____________________

Class_______________________________________

Text_____________________________________________________________________________

	Connection 1: 
Pg. _________				Type of Connection: _______________________________

Explain: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Connection 2: 
Pg. _________				Type of Connection: _______________________________

Explain: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Connection 3: 
Pg. _________				Type of Connection: _______________________________

Explain: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Connection 4: 
Pg. _________				Type of Connection: _______________________________

Explain: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Connection 5: 
Pg. _________				Type of Connection: _______________________________

Explain: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Book__________________________________________________

Questions before Reading. 






Questions during Reading. 






Questions after Reading. 







Date_______________________		Name__________________________


Predictions
Text _____________________________

Predictions before reading. 


	Were they confirmed? Explain. 


	Did they change? Explain. 



Predictions during reading. (list page #)



	Were they confirmed? Explain.



	Did they change? Explain. 







Inferencing

Text_____________________________

What do you know? 		How do you know? 
							(textual evidence) 
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